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They wished to reach the second cone, and proceeding
along the ridge of the spurs seemed to be the best way by
which to gain it
" We are on volcanic ground," Cyrus Harding had said,
and his companions following him began to ascend by
degrees on the back of a spur, which, by a winding and
consequently more accessible path, joined the first plateau.
The ground had evidently been convulsed by subterra-
nean force. Here and there stray blocks, numerous d/bris
of basalt and pumice-stone, were met with. In isolated
groups rose fir-trees, which, some hundred feet lower, at the
bottom of the narrow gorges, formed massive shades almost
impenetrable to the sun's rays.
During this first part of the ascent, Herbert remarked
on the footprints which indicated the recent passage of
large animals.
" Perhaps these beasts will not let us pass by willingly,"
said Pencroft.
" Well," replied the reporter, who had already hunted
the tiger in India, and the lion in Africa, " we shall soon
learn how successfully to encounter them. But in the
meantime we must be upon our guard !"
They ascended but slowly.
The distance increased by dtiours and obstacles which
could not be surmounted directly, was long. Sometimes,
too, the ground suddenly fell, and they found themselves OE